
NORTH SHORE CONGREGATION ISR AEL
ENHANCEMENTS FOR A SAFER, MORE MODERNIZED AND FLE XIBLE E VENT SPACE AND PL ACE OF WORSHIP

CLIENT North Shore Congregation Israel | LOCATION Glencoe, Illinois | SIZE 14,363 sf

PROJECT SCOPE
Perched on a bluff overlooking Lake Michigan, North Shore Congregation Israel has been a landmark of modern religious architecture since its 
completion in 1964. Designed by acclaimed architect Minoru Yamasaki, the synagogue’s iconic sanctuary was recognized by the American Institute 
of Architects as one of Illinois’ 200 Great Places. Eckenhoff Saunders led the revitalization of Frank Memorial Hall and Rebecca K. Crown Social Hall, 
along with security, accessibility, and operational improvements throughout the campus. The renovations preserve the building’s architectural legacy 
while enhancing its flexibility, functionality, and hospitality for today’s congregation. 
 
Frank Memorial Hall (4,900 sf) 
Originally conceived as a formal lobby, Frank Memorial Hall was transformed into a welcoming, multi-purpose gathering space that supports casual 
interaction, adult education, informal meetings, and overflow seating during worship services. The renovation strengthens connections to the north 
terrace and south lawn, creating opportunities for indoor-outdoor events.
 
Key improvements include:

•	 Refreshed finishes and architectural lighting
•	 Flexible lounge seating for gathering, learning, music, and lectures
•	 Enhanced technology, acoustics, and hospitality amenities

Rebecca K. Crown Social Hall (5,300 sf) 
The renovation of the congregation’s primary banquet and event space introduced contemporary finishes, adaptable technology, and upgraded 
building systems while improving comfort and energy performance. New glazing creates a stronger connection to a lakeside terrace that 
accommodates religious services and community celebrations.

Additional improvements to the administrative offices and primary entrances enhance daily operations while strengthening campus security, ensuring 
the facility continues to serve future generations without compromising its architectural significance.
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