LUTZ CENTER ANNEX-AFTER SCHOOL MATTERS

INNOVATIVE NEW FACILITY PROMOTES AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS FOR CHICAGO AREA TEENS

CLIENT After School Matters | LOCATION Chicago, lllinois (Belmont Cragin) | SIZE 2,000 sf

PROJECT SCOPE

Eckenhoff Saunders collaborated with After School Matters to bring the Lutz Family Annex to life in Chicago’s Belmont Cragin neighborhood. This
vibrant new addition expands educational opportunities for local teens by providing dynamic, purpose-built spaces for hands-on learning and personal
growth. Located adjacent to the existing Lutz Center—another Eckenhoff Saunders project—the Annex was carefully designed to complement the
neighborhood while delivering modern, functional spaces that support the creative and technical development of young people.

The facility includes a state-of-the-art welding studio equipped with cutting-edge tools to foster the development of technical skills, a bike and skate-
board shop with dedicated areas for learning repairs and maintenance, and a spacious greenhouse that supports year-round urban gardening initiatives.
Each program area was thoughtfully crafted to support After School Matters’ mission of providing teens with enriching, skill-building opportunities in a
welcoming and inspiring environment. The welding studio features a flexible layout to accommodate different learning styles and group sizes, while the
bike and skateboard shop offers ample storage for equipment and tools, maximizing functionality.

In the greenhouse, sustainable materials and systems allow for year-round use, offering students the chance to engage in urban farming, even in colder
months. The design approach marries form and function, creating spaces that are not only practical but also inspiring. With its variety of specialized
spaces, the Lutz Family Annex is a powerful example of how design can be leveraged to create positive community impact and support educational
growth.
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